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Abstracts, week 01 2016 
 

Africa 
ASR Forum : what's new in African cinema? / Kenneth W. Harrow, guest ed. - In: African 
Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 3, p. 5-92 
Abstract: The articles in this ASR Forum on African cinema aim at analyzing new critical 
approaches to African film, inspired in part by the work of film scholar / filmmaker 
Manthia Diawara, but also by critics such as Jonathan Haynes, Owookome Okome, 
Brian Larkin, Birgit Meyer, Carmela Garritano, and Moradewun Adejunmobi. Especially 
under the influence of Haynes, the critical orientation shifted initially to the development 
of new genres, with work on melodrama and the occult. As the genres have expanded in 
number and style, critical studies increasingly involve exploration of the material 
conditions of production and distribution and their impact on the creation of this new 
popular cinema, as well as its more recent evolution, or reinvention, as "New 
Nollywood". All of the articles were originally presented at the 2013 meeting of the 
African Studies Association in Baltimore, Maryland. Articles included: Introduction 
(Kenneth W. Harrow); Manthia Diawara's waves and the problem of the "authentic" 
(Kenneth W. Harrow); Neoliberal rationalities in old and new Nollywood (Moradewun 
Adejunmobi); New Nollywood: a sketch of Nollywood's metropolitan new style (Connor 
Ryan); The winds of African cinema (MaryEllen Higgins). Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in 
English and French. [ASC Leiden abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.81 (Restricted access) 

Africa 
From stopping to preventing atrocities : actualisation of Article 4(h) / Dan Kuwali. - In: 
African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 248-269 
Abstract: The Constitutive Act of the African Union (AU) provides for the right of the 
continental body to intervene in the face of war crimes, genocide and crimes against 
humanity. According to its formulation, Article 4(h) intervention entails military force, 
which is triggered when a target state fails to discharge its duty to protect its population 
from mass atrocities. Although Article 4(h) is an ambitious statutory commitment to 
intervene in a member state by the AU, the Libyan crisis in 2011 showed the 
ambivalence of the continental institution to act in a decisive and timely manner. The 
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AU's failure to invoke Article 4(h) exposed the need for building the capacity and political 
will to intervene and to interpret Article 4(h). Therefore, the primary focus of this article is 
on how Article 4(h) should be interpreted. Flowing from the Pretoria Principles, which 
seek to provide clarity on the implementation of the AU's right of intervention, Article 4(h) 
should be viewed as a duty rather than a right to prevent or stop mass atrocities. The 
duty dimension of Article 4(h) derives from the international instruments that AU member 
states have ratified to prevent mass atrocities. Rather than being a paper tiger, Article 
4(h) should be used in a proactive and timely manner as a military option available to the 
AU to persuade member states to prevent or halt atrocities. As a last resort, military 
force pursuant to Article 4(h) should aim at protecting the population at risk and pursuing 
the perpetrators in order to avoid contravening Article 2(4) of the Charter of the United 
Nations (UN). Although military intervention can save lives in the short term, it cannot 
necessarily address the underlying, structural causes of atrocities, such as ethnic 
rivalries, economic inequalities and scramble for natural resources, among others. 
Therefore, the prevention of mass atrocities should not be equated with, or be seen 
through the prism of, Article 4(h) intervention alone. The focus should instead be on the 
entire spectrum of preventive strategies at the disposal of the AU in the face of mass 
atrocities, including the African human rights system and the African Peer Review 
Mechanism. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1073604 (Restricted access) 

Africa 
Integrated yet marginalized : implications of globalization for African development / 
Léonce Ndikumana. - In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 2, p. 7-28 : graf 
Abstract: This article discusses Africa's deepening marginalization in the globalization of 
production, finance, and labor. It underscores critical development issues that result 
from, and are exacerbated by, globalization in the context of unequal global distribution 
of economic and political power: illicit financial flows and tax evasion, the brain drain, an 
increasing incidence of noncommunicable diseases, and the disproportionate burden of 
environmental degradation that is shouldered by the African continent. It also offers 
some policy suggestions to address these issues at national and regional levels. 
Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.35 (Restricted access) 
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Africa 
Special issue: gender, peace and security in Africa / guest ed. Cheryl Hendricks - 
Pretoria : Institute for Security Studies, 2015. 
Abstract: This special issue of 'African Security Review' is dedicated to the theme of 
women, peace and security in Africa. Contributions: Women, peace and security in 
Africa: conceptual and implementation challenges and shifts (Cheryl Hendricks); The 
convergence and divergence of three pillars of influence in gender and security ('Funmi 
Olonisakin , Cheryl Hendricks , Awino Okech); Women combatants and the liberation 
movements in South Africa: guerrilla girls, combative mothers and the in-betweeners 
(Siphokazi Magadla); Feminine masculinities in the military: the case of female 
combatants in the Kenya Defence Forces operation in Somalia (Mokua Ombati); 
Gender, feminism and food studies: a critical review (Desiree Lewis); A case study of 
gender and security sector reform in Zimbabwe (Netsai Mushonga); Women police in the 
Nigerian security sector (Tosin Akinjobi-Babatunde); Madagascar: paving the way to 
national fampihavanana and lasting peace (Gaby Razafindrakoto); Sexual and 
gender-based violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Yolanda Sadie); Kenya 
and Somalia: fragile constitutional gains for women and the threat of patriarchy (Hawa 
Noor Mohammed) [ASC Leiden abstract] 

Africa 
Terrorism, insurgency, kidnapping, and security in Africa's energy sector / Lord Aikins 
Adusei. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 332-359 : tab 
Abstract: Energy continues to serve as the bedrock of modern economies and the main 
driver of modern society. For Africa, the production and supply of energy resources such 
as crude oil, natural gas, uranium, coal, biomass, biofuels and other renewables are an 
important source of employment, rents, taxes, royalties and profits. This sector brings in 
several tens of billions of dollars of revenue annually. The production and delivery of 
such resources, however, depend on critical infrastructures such as pipelines, refineries, 
processing plants, terminals, rigs, electrical energy pylons, substations, pump stations, 
vessels, and tankers. These infrastructures have been attacked by terrorists, insurgents, 
vandals and saboteurs, all of whom see them as targets against which to register their 
grievances and extract concessions from the state. This paper is a chronological 
account of some of the documented incidents of terrorism, insurgency, kidnapping, 
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destruction, sabotage, and human casualties suffered in the oil and gas sectors in Africa 
between 1999 and 2012. It is based on data extracted from the databases of the RAND 
Database of World Terrorism Incidents and the University of Maryland's Global 
Terrorism Database (GTD). Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1072967 (Restricted access) 

Africa 
The ties that bind : sub-state identity and African militaries / Shawn Russell. - In: African 
Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 324-331 
Abstract: Analysis of the failures of African security forces generally focuses on 
structural issues such as corruption of senior leadership, insufficient equipment and 
training, and coup d'état fears driving mistrust of armies that are too strong or effective. 
However, less examined is the role that sub-state identity plays; using Libya, South 
Sudan, and Mali as case studies, this paper examines how ethnicity inhibits the 
development of national armies, divides them, and exposes a critical flaw that 
adversaries are able to exploit. Given the increasingly ethnic nature of conflict 
throughout the world, and the rising threat that ethnic conflicts in Africa pose to regional 
and Western partners, it may be prudent for researchers, policymakers and other 
stakeholders to examine the critical role that sub-state identity plays in undermining 
African security forces. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1066261 (Restricted access) 

Africa 
Uranium yellowcake trafficking incidents in Africa : proliferation threat or non-proliferation 
opportunity? / John-Mark Mutua. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 
162-189 : tab 
Abstract: The perpetuation of an otherwise astute fissile material safeguards model by 
the current non-proliferation regime raises a number of concerns, not least the efficacy 
of the approach in reducing clandestine weapon developments and the nuclear terrorism 
threat. Mindful of potential shifts in illicit nuclear material and weapon acquisition, 
following an excessive focus on fissile material safeguards and the proliferation of 
nuclear weapon technology, this article uses proliferation trend and scenario analysis in 
a bid to identify potential proliferation threats and non-proliferation opportunities. The 
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results of the article's assessment of reported incidents (1992-2013) involving theft, 
unauthorised possession, and attempts to smuggle or sell highly enriched uranium 
(HEU), plutonium, low-enriched uranium (LEU), natural uranium and uranium yellowcake 
reveal a decline in occurrences involving fissile material but an increase in uranium 
yellowcake incidents, particularly in Africa. Presumptions that yellowcake may have 
provided the newest threat to clandestine weapon developments and nuclear terrorism 
wane amid concerns over possible biases in reporting, scepticism over an organised and 
demand-driven nuclear black market, and the difficulties of non-state actors 
development of crude nuclear weapons off the tedious yellowcake 
conversion-enrichment-fabrication pathway. To secure Africa's uranium yellowcake from 
potential proliferators, the article proposes concerted domestic, regional and multilateral 
non-proliferation efforts. App., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1034737 (Restricted access) 

Africa 
La poétique de l'histoire dans les littératures africaines / sous la dir. de Mamadou Kalidou 
Ba, Mbouh Séta Diagana et Mamadou Ould Dahmed - Paris : L'Harmattan, 2014. 
Abstract: Les différentes contributions regroupées dans cet ouvrage, qui résulte du 
colloque international organisé du 5 au 7 mai 2014 à Nouakchott (Mauritanie) et qui a 
réuni une vingtaine d'enseignants-chercheurs venus de divers pays (Côte d'Ivoire, 
Cameroun, Sénégal, Tunisie, France, USA et Mauritanie), parcourent des sujets divers 
en rapport avec l'actualité littéraire africaine. Les contributions sont regroupées sous 
quatre thèmes: I. La littérature à la frontière de l'imaginaire et du réel; II Le rapport à 
l'autre ou la littérature en zone d'intermédiation, III Écriture des tragédies de l'histoire, et 
IV Histoire et littératures nationales. Titres: Peuls de Tierno Monémbo. Histoire et saga 
d'un peuple atypique (Amadou Ly); Les béquilles historiques ou la matrice génétique de 
'Dossier classé' (2002) et d'Une enfant de Poto-Poto' (2012) d'Henri Lopes (Babou 
Diene); La subversion de l'histoire par les fantômes du mythe et les rites dans 'Ces fruits 
si doux de l'arbre à pain' de Tchicaya U Tam'si (Michel Naumann); Quand Amadou 
Hampâté Ba écrit sur les marges de l'empire colonial (Falilou N'Diaye); Poétique et 
politiques-fictions : les relations nord-sud dans 'Le temps de Tamango' de Boubacar 
Boris Diop et 'Aux États-Unis d'Afrique' d'Abdourahman A. Wabéri (Mamadou Kalidou 
Ba); Les représentations des couples franco-sénégalais au cours des vingt et 
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vingt-et-unième siècles (Thérèse De Raedt); 'Barzakh' de Moussa Ould Ebnou entre 
réalisme mythique et réalisme social (Mamadou Ould Dahmed); Renouvellement et 
paradoxes du roman historique : le cas de 'Monnè, outrages et défis', d'Ahmadou 
Kourouma (Pierre Soubias); L'Afrique en procès : le portrait d'un continent automutilé 
dans le roman d'Ahmadou Kourouma (Alda Flora Amabiamina); Postcolonialisme et 
guerres "ethniques" dans 'Johnny chien méchant', 'Inyenzi ou les cafards' et 'Quand on 
refuse on dit non' (Jean-Francis Ekoungoun); Le théâtre mauritanien : des histoires 
dramatiques à la dramatisation de l'histoire (M'bouh Séta Diagana); Histoire et 
mouvances théâtrales en Afrique noire francophone (Dominique Traoré); Le roman de 
Tène Youssouf Gueye entre fiction et histoire (Coudy Kane); La poétique de l'histoire 
récente de la Côte d'Ivoire dans 'Le rebelle et le camarade Président' de Venance Konan 
(Fatoumata Toure Cisse); Témoignage et histoire : cas de l'exode rwandais au Zaire 
(François Lagarde). [Résumé ASC Leiden] 

Algeria 
Ingénieurs en Algérie dans les années 1960 : une génération de la coopération / sous la 
dir. de Aissa Kadri et Mohamed Benguerna (dir.) - Paris : Karthala, 2014. 
Abstract: Les textes dans cet ouvrage proviennent d'une journée de travail qui a réuni à 
l'Université Paris VIII, le 28 janvier 2012, les ingénieurs algériens et français ayant uvré 
en Algérie dans les années 1960. Solidaires et engagés, ils participèrent à l'aventure de 
la construction de l'économie d'un pays exsangue où tout était à faire. Ils ont fait démarrer 
les centrales électriques, geré et maintenu les aéroports, les routes, les barrages et les 
quelques entreprises stratégiques. Les témoignages de leurs expériences livrés ici 
apparaissent comme autant de leçons d'une autre manière de concevoir les relations 
entre la France et l'Algérie, de concevoir 'la coopération', de penser le 'transfert de 
technologie' et de les refonder aujourd'hui. L'échec ultérieur du 'modèle industrialiste 
algérien', dont rendent compte ici quelques points de vue distanciés, relativise ces 
expériences, mais ne peut-on pas penser a contrario que cet échec est né justement de 
I'absence d'accompagnement et d'approfondissement d'une telle expérience dans un 
contexte qui s'est considérablement transformé entretemps. L'ouvrage éclaire les 
conditions qui pourraient prévaloir dans le développement industriel et technologique 
dont l'Algérie a beaucoup besoin. [Résumé ASC Leiden] 
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Cameroon 
Adaptive livelihood strategies in conservation-induced displacement : the case of the 
Baka of east Cameroon / Harrison Esam Awuh. - In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 
58, no. 2, p. 135-156 : graf., krt 
Abstract: This article utilizes the Actor Network Theory (ANT) to guide thinking about the 
relationship between nature and society and how this relationship is severed by 
conservation-induced displacement. ANT's view of interconnectivity between networks is 
used to argue that a network is only stable as long as actors remain faithful to it. In the 
case of the displaced Baka people of the Dja reserve area in east Cameroon, resistance 
to conservation through adaptive practices following displacement, reversed or disrupted 
the socially predetermined order of their network, which in this case meant 
marginalization of the displaced. The marginal scale of the adaptation to change raises 
doubts over the sustainability of adaptation to post-displacement livelihoods. Bibliogr., 
notes, ref., sum. in English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.41 (Restricted access) 

Cameroon 
Sino-Cameroon relations : a foreign policy of pragmatism / Julius A. Amin. - In: African 
Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 3, p. 171-189 : tab 
Abstract: Based on primary sources, including documents obtained from Cameroon's 
Ministry of External Relations, oral interviews conducted in Cameroon, local 
newspapers, and a variety of secondary sources, this article examines Cameroon's 
foreign policy and economic relations with China. It argues that Cameroon's engagement 
with China has resulted in short-term benefits for consumers but undermined long-term, 
sustainable economic development. The article concludes that unless China genuinely 
pursues its promised policies of "mutual respect" and "win-win gain", voices of protest 
will only grow louder in Cameroon and other African nations. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. 
in English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.72 (Restricted access) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 
From autochthony to violence? Discursive and coercive social practices of the Mai-Mai 
in Fizi, eastern DR Congo / Judith Verweijen. - In:  African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 
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58, no. 2, p. 157-180 
Abstract: This article explores the links between autochthony discourses and physical 
violence through a case study of a Mai-Mai group in the eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo. While this group garners support by employing such discourses and related 
tropes of autodéfense (self-defense), there are clear limits to the capacity of these 
narratives to mobilize for and legitimize violent action. Furthermore, much of the violence 
committed by the Mai-Mai is not informed directly by notions of autochthony, but is rather 
geared toward the consolidation of power. This observation should act as a caution 
against the a priori coding of violence according to the ways it is discursively framed by 
its protagonists. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.42 (Restricted access) 

Democratic Republic of Congo 
Jésuites en Afrique centrale et formation intégrale de l'homme : actes des Journées 
philosophiques de Canisius - [Kinshasa] : Éditions Loyola, Publications Canisius, 2011. 
Abstract: L'ouvrage contient les actes des XXXIII-èmes Journées philosophiques de 
Canisius, organisées à Kimwenza (République démocratique du Congo) en 2011. Les 
journées avaient pour thème: 'Jésuites en Afrique centrale et formation intégrale de 
l'homme'. La formation intégrale de l'homme est examinée dans ces différents aspects en 
faisant appel à l'histoire, à l'expérience et à la tradition, telles qu'elles ont contribués à 
enraciner le projet éducatif jésuite en Afrique Centrale au cours des cinquante dernières 
années. Contributions: Mot d'ouverture; La formation intégrale de l'homme aux origines 
de la Compagnie de Jésus; L'engagement de la Compagnie de Jésus dans 
l'enseignement au sein de l'Université congolaise; Les jésuites et la formation du clergé 
séculier: témoignage; Jésuites en ace et formation intégrale de l'homme; Institution jésuite 
en Afrique centrale; Culture et medias dans un monde globalisé; L'apostolat intellectuel 
de la Compagnie de Jésus et la formation intégrale de l'homme congolais; Une Université 
jésuite en R.D. Congo: possibilités, limites et défis; Plaidoyer pour une éducation 
populaire; 'Communiquer la vérité aujourd'hui!'; Rapport général des Journées 
philosophiques, institut de philosophie St Pierre Canisius de Kimwenza; Mot de la fin. 
[Résumé ASC Leiden] 
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East Africa 
Natural resource degradation and conflict in the East African pastoral drylands : is 
blaming the victim a solution? / Kelemework Tafere Reda. - In: African Security Review: 
(2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 270-278 
Abstract: Based on a literature review, this article examines the dynamics in pastoral 
systems, natural resource conservation and conflict in the drylands of East Africa. It 
argues that, in the context of East Africa, pastoralism and biodiversity conservation in 
general are distinct forms of land use that are complementary rather than competitive. 
The present state of natural resource degradation in the drylands is explained in terms of 
factors related to ecological and demographic pressures, land use conflicts and 
inefficient land administration policies. When the customary pastoral institutions of land 
administration and resource management are threatened, the problem of degradation is 
further exacerbated and violent conflicts occur among multiple resource users, including 
pastoralists, farmers and the state. The article recommends the revitalisation, 
empowerment and recognition of pastoral institutions in a way that ensures effective 
synergy between the formal and customary structures of resource governance. Notes, 
ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1059350 (Restricted access) 

Ghana 
The impact of Chinese FDI on employment generation in the building and construction 
sector of Ghana / Kwasi Boakye-Gyasi. - In: Eurasian Journal of Social Sciences: 
(2015), vol. 3, no. 2, p. 1-15 : tab 
Abstract: One of the major concerns of governments in Africa in general and Ghana in 
particular is unemployment and underemployment. Most developing countries, 
especially African countries, compete to attract foreign direct investment (FDI) into their 
economies with the desire of improving the employment level and securing sustainable 
development leading to economic growth. In view of this, the creation of jobs for the 
unemployed and technology transfer through Chinese investments has become 
complementary since Chinese FDI can be an important source for employment, 
economic growth and transformation processes. This study focuses on the contribution 
of China's FDI on employment generation in the building and construction sector of 
Ghana. The results show that, Chinese FDI flows, through direct effects on the building 
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and construction sector of Ghana, have positive and significant effects on employment 
growth. This means that Chinese FDI contributes to an efficient workforce which benefits 
the economy through high productivity and leads to growth in individual household 
incomes. Bibliogr., notes, sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15604/ejss.2015.03.02.001 

Guinea 
Attracting Chinese Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to Africa : determinants and policies - 
the case of Guinea / Michal Lyons and Alison Brown. - In: International Journal of 
Financial Research: (2013), vol. 4, no. 4, p. 52-71 : graf., krt., tab 
Abstract: This study examines the determinants and policies for attracting Chinese FDI 
to Africa by specifically analyzing major characteristics, trends and developments in the 
economic engagement between Guinea and China. Guinea's selection as the case study 
is justified by the country's experience of macroeconomic instability and social policy 
since independence. By considering mechanisms that play important roles in attracting 
FDI: market size, economic growth, employment, degree of trade openness and trade 
policy of the recipient country, the results show positive R-squared-a valid regression. 
However, all of these coefficients of determination are still not significant enough. The 
disparity to attract investment is assessed from geographical location, infrastructure, 
corruption levels, and income yields to implementation of the policies by the 
governments. It recommends policies at both national and bilateral levels in order to 
increase large Chinese FDI inflows towards Guinea and improve the forecast for 
macroeconomic and constant development. Bibliogr., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5430/ijfr.v4n4p52 

Nigeria 
Domestic violence legislation for development, peace and security in Nigeria / Jonathan 
Chukwuemeka Madu. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 279-290 : 
tab 
Abstract: Though laws have been enacted in different parts of Nigeria to address some 
aspects of gender-based violence, domestic violence persists with serious 
consequences for social and economic development. Nigeria has not enacted specific 
domestic law that is applicable throughout the federation, despite the United Nations 
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mandate to all countries to adopt and enforce such laws by 2015. This article examines 
the causes and nature of domestic violence in Nigeria, and the legal reform needed to 
address the situation. In addition to library sources, the study used focus group 
discussions and individual interviews (involving the general population, key informants, 
legislators and traditional rulers) to discover that enacting specific national domestic 
violence legislation is necessary to address the problem in Nigeria, but enacting laws 
alone is not a magic bullet. App., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1070274 (Restricted access) 

Nigeria 
Traditional structures of crime control in Lagos, Nigeria / Oludayo Tade and Faisol 
Olaitan. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 138-152 
Abstract: Notwithstanding the embrace of modern institutions of social control, traditional 
social control mechanisms still enjoy patronage in Nigeria. This paper examines the 
traditional structures of social control in Iraye-Oke, Lagos. In-depth interviews, key 
informant interviews and case studies were used to obtain data from participants. 
Findings established the functionality of traditional structures in checking crime and its 
preference over the use of modern social control structures. Traditional structures used 
include: traditional spiritualists who provide measures to reduce victimisation; the family 
courts where adjudication takes place involving elders and family chiefs; and the apex 
traditional court, presided over by the king, where cases like murder, land disputes, 
adultery and fornication are decided. Traditional extrajudicial measures involve the 
invocation of ancestral spirits at shrines. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1023325 (Restricted access) 

Nigeria 
Was the Nigerian 2015 presidential election a victory for Boko Haram or for democracy? 
/ Martin Ewi. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 207-231 : tab 
Abstract: The ousting of Dr Goodluck Jonathan marked the first time in Nigerian history 
that a member of the opposition unseated an incumbent in fair and peaceful elections. 
The smooth transition of power, uncharacteristic of Nigeria, was hailed by the 
international community as a victory. However, did Muhammadu Buhari win because 
Jonathan lost or did Jonathan lose because Buhari won? This article argues that 
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Jonathan's growing unpopularity gave Buhari the win, and that Boko Haram played a 
major role in the president's sinking support. The 2015 presidential election was thus a 
win for both democracy and Boko Haram. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1051824 (Restricted access) 

Northern Africa 
Youth uprising and the quest for political reform in Africa : issues and challenges / 
Abosede Omowumi Babatunde. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 
107-121 
Abstract: Frustrated by decades of authoritarian rule, political repression, economic 
mismanagement, poverty, soaring unemployment and other related injustices, the youth 
in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya rose up against the state, while Algeria and Morocco 
narrowly escaped the events of the so-called 'Arab Spring". This quest for political 
reform is an indication of a great collective shift that has the potential to reverberate 
throughout the African continent. However, to what extent can the youth succeed in 
bringing about the much-desired transition to democracy? This article focuses on the 
North African youth uprising and the quest for political reform in Africa. It examines the 
core issues of the youth uprising and the challenges to the attainment of political reform. 
A youth uprising can lead to genuine political reform if the major challenges in building 
new democratic forms of governance which can address economic disparity, protection 
of human rights, justice and security, can be overcome. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal 
abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1020954 (Restricted access) 

Rwanda 
Paranoia, 'chosen trauma' and forgiveness in Leah Chishugi's 'A long way from paradise' 
/ Nick Mdika Tembo. - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 70-87 
Abstract: This article reads Leah Chishugi's 'A long way from paradise' (2010. 
London:Virago) in the light of its portrayal of the traumatic aftermath of the Rwandan 
genocide, and how this genocide almost irreparably damaged the traumatized survivors' 
personalities. Of particular interest is Chishugi's heightened sense of suspicion of her 
adopted environs as being full of 'human landmines' (a euphemism for the insensate 
interahamwe Hutu militia who mercilessly carried out the 1994 genocide in Rwanda) 
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and, therefore, as places not safe to stay in. The article argues that a sense of 
insecurity, and one's inability to cope with a traumatic past, often reinforce such 
paranoia. It also argues that the path to genuine reconciliation and true reconstruction in 
the contested world of post-genocide Rwanda requires all Rwandans to deal with such 
paranoia and related ethnic (post)memories. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086159 (Restricted access) 

Rwanda 
Rwanda and Ethiopia : developmental authoritarianism and the new politics of African 
strong men / Hilary Matfess. - In: African Studies Review:  (2015), vol. 58, no. 02, p. 
181-204 
Abstract: Current classification systems create typologies of authoritarian regimes that 
may overlook the importance of national policies. Rwanda and Ethiopia in particular are 
perplexing case studies of post-1990s governance. Both nations are characterized by 
high growth economies with significant state involvement and the formal institutions of 
democracy, but deeply troubling patterns of domestic governance. This article proposes 
a new category of authoritarianism called "developmental authoritarianism", which refers 
to nominally democratic governments that provide significant public works and services 
while exerting control over nearly every facet of society. The article then reflects upon 
the durability and implications of this form of governance. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in 
English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.43 (Restricted access) 

Senegal 
Negotiating love and marriage in contemporary Senegal : a good man is hard to find / 
Dinah Hannaford and Ellen E. Foley. - In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 2, 
p. 205-225 
Abstract: In Senegal, love, respect, and compatibility have historically figured into marital 
calculations, yet prospective husbands must also provide material support. After 
decades of stagnant economic growth, good providers are hard to find. In this article the 
authors examine two strategies that women employ in an attempt to achieve economic 
security: nonmarital sex and transnational marriage. Though recent anthropological 
literature proposes a global transition toward companionate marriage, evidence from 
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Dakar suggests that Senegalese women are prioritizing short-term material gain over 
longer-term projects of social reproduction. Transnational marriage and nonmarital 
sexual relationships illuminate women's new strategies to stabilize their social positions 
in increasingly precarious times. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in English and French. 
[Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.44 (Restricted access) 

Senegal 
Corps en lutte : l'art du combat au Sénégal / sous la dir. de Dominique Chevé ... [et al.] - 
Paris : CNRS éditions, 2014. 
Abstract: La lutte est omniprésente au Sénégal, et son histoire prend ses sources dans le 
passé factuel et mythique de ce pays. Rite célébrant la fin des récoltes, fête villageoise, 
elle permet de mesurer le courage, l'adresse, la loyauté, la force des hommes-guerriers 
tout en participant à l'éducation du jeune lutteur : respect d'autrui, connaissance des 
différentes strates de la société, obéissance aux normes. La lutte sénégalaise est un 
spectacle autant qu'un sport, mêlant chants, danses et acrobaties, déclamations et 
musiques au crépuscule, appels des tambours et rituels magiques. À l'instar du Sumô 
japonais, elle est une compétition mais aussi une pratique esthétique, poétique, un art de 
l'expression corporelle, qui met en uvre tout un système symbolique, social, mystique. 
Nourri d'études de terrain, d'observations et de rencontres avec les acteurs de la lutte, 
cet ouvrage de nature scientifique étudie un art ancestral devenu un sport national. 
Chapitres: Un parcours personnel entre pratique traditionnelle et discipline olympique; 
Introduction "la lutte : pratique sportive, phénomène socioculturel, prisme des 
croyances"; Lutte en jeu et enjeux de la lutte au Sénégal; Techniques corporelles et 
différences ethnoculturelles dans la lutte sénégalaise; De graisse et de muscle : la 
corpulence ostentatoire en Afrique rurale; Écuries et écoles de lutte à Dakar : analyse et 
perspectives; Lutte, art et affaires : les scènes de l'arène sénégalaise ; Violences et luttes 
au Sénégal : réflexion sociologique sur la violence réelle et symbolique dans l'arène; 
Par-delà le 'bul faale', la lutte continue! La lutte sénégalaise comme vecteur de de 
mobilisation identitaire et d'une subjectivation générationnelle décalée; La lutte avec 
frappe saisie par le droit; Le maraboutage dans la lutte sénégalaise; L'auto-louange dans 
la lutte sénégalaise ou quand le panégyrisé se substitue au panégyriste; Corps construits, 
corps investis, corps effigies : être lutteur à Dakar. En plus, le livre contient des 
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entretiens avec: Alioune Sarr et Ibrahima Sarr, Manga 2, Khalifa Sow, Thierno Kâ, Didier 
Favori, Ibnou Diop, Abdarahmane Dia, Khady Diouf Yerwago, et un promoteur. 
Contributeurs: Oumar Ndao, Gilles Boetsch, Cheikh Tidiane Wane, Dominique Chevé, 
Frédéric Rubio, Marianne Barthélémy, Abdoul Wahid Kane, Ibrahima Sow, Alain 
Froment, Fatou Dame Loum, Jean-François Havard, Moustapha Kamara, Abdoulaye 
Keita. [Résumé ASC Leiden] 

South Africa 
Is South Africa's 20 years of democracy in crisis? : examining the impact of unrest 
incidents in local protests in the post-apartheid South Africa / Mbekezeli C. Mkhize. - In: 
African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 190-206 : graf., tab 
Abstract: This article assesses South Africa's 20 years of democracy, which has 
frequently been bedevilled by local protests. This article is particularly interested in those 
unrest incidents that have been distinct for one reason or another. In South Africa, the 
surge in local unrest incidents is often linked to police behaviour, which has become 
increasingly militant and brutal when quelling protests. While the right to protest is 
constitutional, the damage caused during protest action can be immense owing to acts 
of violence. Protestors' resorting to violent protest action is often linked to increased 
frustrations as a result of the government's inability to live up to the expectations of 
marginalised and poor communities. While this article draws primarily on existing 
scholarly debates focusing on social protests, the primary objective is to examine the 
impact of unrest incidents on local protests in post-apartheid South Africa. The article 
further argues that 'spaces' for participation in local governance should be created so 
that citizens can become architects of development and their own future. Notes, ref., 
sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1038285 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
Moribund whiteness in Nadine Gordimer's 'A guest of honour' and 'Get a life' / Michael 
Titlestad. - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 8-21 
Abstract: In the 1980s, the criticism of Nadine Gordimer's fiction was dominated by 
symptomatic historicist readings, despite the obvious modernist provenance of her 
novels. Using Stephen Clingman's scholarship as a point of departure, this article seeks 
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to clarify some of the ways in which this contradiction has compromised commentary on 
her work. It also demonstrates that Gordimer's oeuvre, essays and public 
pronouncements contributed to the scholarly confusion. The author argues that, among 
its other consequences, her dual commitment to Marxist teleology and high-cultural 
modernism forecloses on the future she can imagine for white (South) Africans living in 
postcolonial contexts or in the post-apartheid dispensation. This limitation is examined 
through an analysis of two of her novels, A guest of honour (1971) and Get a life (2005). 
Bibliogr., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086155 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
Olive Schreiner's 'The story of an African farm': Lyndall as transnational and transracial 
feminist / Heidi Barends. - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 
101-114 
Abstract: Olive Schreiner's 'The story of an African farm' is well known for its feminist 
aspirations, particularly epitomized through its main female protagonist, Lyndall. Despite 
the novel's arguably ground-breaking and revolutionary feminist politics, Schreiner's first 
full-length work has often been criticized for explicit racism and exclusionary tactics. 
Using Lyndall as a springboard, the author counteracts these claims. Analysing Lyndall's 
own engagements with feminist discourses in the novel - love and marriage, 
motherhood, empire and processes of racialization - this article argues that the novel's 
feminism is both transracially and transnationally applicable. Such a reading is 
furthermore indicative of a need to expand Schreiner scholarship beyond the traditional 
placement of her work within First Wave feminist discourse, and to situate 'The story of 
an African farm' within a broader, on-going debate on transnational and transracial 
female politics, already evident at the end of the nineteenth century. Bibliogr., notes, ref., 
sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086161 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
Quest, chaos, creativity: 'Memorandum: a story with paintings' / Jean Rossmann. - In: 
English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 38-52 : ill 
Abstract: This article explores chaos or 'mania' as a leitmotif in 'Memorandum: a story 
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with paintings' by Marlene van Niekerk and Adriaan van Zyl (2006. Cape Town: Human 
& Rousseau). The author argues that 'mania' is an evocation of the Dionysian forces in 
life and art: what Friedrich Nietzsche relates to the destructive-transformative power of 
primordial creative energy, and the urge to cosmic interconnectedness. The tale of 
Johannes Frekerikus Wiid is a Nietzschean quest in which the protagonist's 
reconstruction of an overheard conversation - a 'word and allusion mania' (2006, 35) - 
unexpectedly becomes the catalyst for his transformation into a creator and artist. This 
article focusses on the death of Wiid's interlocutors (Messrs X and Y) and how their 
breaths become divine 'afflatus' for Wiid's imagined conclusion to their conversation: an 
allusive and enigmatic dialogue of their final passage across a personalized river Styx to 
their cosmic nest. This dialogue is intermediated by Van Zyl's 'Hospital Diptych III', a 
painting of an empty hospital bed alongside a painting of a tempestuous sea. This visual 
text is positioned at a critical point in the written narrative and invites a discussion of the 
relationship between image and text. The mutual interdependence of image and text in 
Memorandum is exemplary of Peter Wagner's notion of the 'iconotext': 'an artefact in 
which the verbal and visual signs mingle to produce rhetoric that depends on the 
copresence of words and images' (1996. Icons, texts, iconotexts: essays on ekphrasis 
and intermediality. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 16). In conclusion, the author considers the 
reciprocity between image and text, and how this contributes to the significance of Wiid's 
quest. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086157 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
Reflections on transformation and the role of the intellectual: a critical essay / Stanley G. 
M. Ridge. - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 132-144 
Abstract: 'Transformation' and 'intellectual' are often terms of debased usage in political 
discourse. This has implications for conceptualizing and directing desirable 
socio-political development. In South Africa, the terms are often used in ways which 
intentionally or unintentionally avoid fundamental change by emphasizing superficial 
markers of progress and downplaying critical engagement. By analysing several recent 
texts in which the term transformation is used in different ways in South Africa, and by 
exploring the history of the word in socio-political discourse, this article suggests some of 
the challenges which a rich sense of the word might have for the project of socio-political 
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change. It then establishes the importance of the intellectual and of intellectual 
engagement for transformation. It refers to and explores briefly the work of some 
prominent intellectuals in post-colonial situations, with a particular focus on recent 
instances in South Africa concerning justice and ubuntu. Against this background, the 
article then sketches something of the transformation necessary in South African 
universities if they are to fulfil their function as institutions both promoting intellectual 
engagement and fostering the ability to undertake that engagement. Bibliogr., sum. 
[Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086163 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
That loose canon: rumours of South African writing / Ken Barris. - In: English Academy 
Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 1, p. 41-53 
Abstract: The case has been made that through the post-apartheid transition, notions 
such as 'South African literature' have come to outlive their usefulness. Transnationality, 
the global knowledge economy, and the influence of poststructural and postcolonial 
theory are cited as factors which have diminished the analytic worth of a nationally 
defined canon. Critics have also pointed to an emergent cultural heteroglossia 
associated with the loss of the anti-apartheid project. Since 1994, many literary and 
popular texts written within or about South Africa, or by South African authors, have 
explored a wide range of themes and genres, lending support to this view. The author 
argues, however, that growing instability around matters of social justice will continue to 
impose itself on the attention of writers, and that the conventions of South African writing 
will be modified rather than abandoned. He argues further that a case can be made for a 
criticism that is cognisant of the conversation between local and global, but is equally 
cognisant of how the national space itself both concentrates and splinters the material 
with which it engages by more cross-cutting forms of theory. The argument is related to 
'post-transition' narratives that show elements of continuity and rupture: 'Rumours' by 
Mongane Wally Serote (2013. Auckland Park: Jacana Media); 'Wall of days' by Alastair 
Bruce (2012. Cape Town: Umuzi); The 'smell of apples' by Mark Behr (1995. London: 
Abacus); and 'Bad sex' by Leon de Kock (2011. Johannesburg: Umuzi). Bibliogr., note, 
ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1034944 (Restricted access) 
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South Africa 
The management of security incidents by private security / Doraval Govender. - In: 
African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 291-306 
Abstract: This article is about the management of security incidents in organisations and 
companies which are under the protection of private security personnel, whether 
in-house or contracted. Incidents can be defined as accidental or anecdotal (bird flies 
into a camera) to a violation of law or company policy. Managing security incidents is 
one of the key functions of a private security service provider. The purpose of this study 
is to explore the management of security incidents and the information related thereto, 
identify shortcomings and find solutions for managing these shortcomings. Interviews 
were conducted with security managers, security officials and stakeholders serving 
various organisations as security service providers in Gauteng, South Africa. It was 
found that security incidents are handled in a routine way by organisations from the 
different sectors. One major shortcoming is that security incidents and the information 
related thereto are not managed by security service providers according to an 
operational framework or model with the required infrastructure and resources. The 
significance of this study is for security incidents to be managed correctly, so that the 
information related thereto may be captured accurately, analysed and used proactively 
and reactively to improve physical protection systems, develop preventative strategies 
and provide actionable information products in order to reduce crime, increase detection 
rates and prevent losses. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1056538 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
We are different now? : the effect of military service on youth reintegration and 
employment in South Africa / Neil Kramm and Lindy Heinecken. - In: African Security 
Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 122-137 
Abstract: This study examines how young people who have joined the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) on the two-year Military Skills Development System 
(MSDS) contract experience military service, and the effect this has on their ability to 
readapt to civilian life. The first part of the study examines the theoretical debates 
associated with military socialisation and reintegration into civilian life. Hereafter, the 
findings are presented in terms of the experiences of MSDS privates serving in the 
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infantry, those that have left, and the perceptions of employment agencies in terms of 
the marketability of military skills. The conclusion is reached that MSDS members 
experience their two years in the SANDF as life-changing, that this affects their ability to 
reintegrate back into civilian society, and that the skills acquired during military training is 
of limited market value. The conclusion is reached that more needs to be done to assist 
these young military veterans to adapt to civilian life and to augment their military 
experience with more marketable skills to enable them to find gainful employment. 
Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1028417 (Restricted access) 

South Africa 
Worn like an amulet: black exorcisms of whiteness in recent South African fiction / Sope 
Maithufi. - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 1, p. 70-82 
Abstract: This article considers black reflections on whiteness in some recent South 
African fiction, Julian de Wette's novel 'A Case of Knives' (2010. Cape Town: Umuzi) 
and Zoe Wicomb's 'Playing in the Light' (2006. Johannesburg: Umuzi). Central to these 
texts are elaborations on the idea of the quotidian. In these novels, everyday life appears 
through focalizing agents, which suggest how to intellectualize black people's dealings 
with the ethical dilemmas created by whiteness as a concept generated by apartheid's 
social engineering. The selected novels archive these accounts within the act of 
storytelling, especially as this is foregrounded in fantasy as a confidential 'return' to and 
an exorcizing of episodes of black depersonalization. Commenting on this type of 
reversion to the history of humiliation, the article relies on the image of the 'return to the 
harbour' - drawn from A Case of Knives.The suggestion is also that each relapse 
highlights 'fantasy' as ritual which manifests itself in those discourses in which black 
people are heard or seen, in private, revealing claims about how they outmanoeuvred 
whiteness. A Case of Knives depicts these tactics in tragi-comic tones inclining towards 
satirical representations of apartheid's delineation of whiteness. By contrast, Playing in 
the Light, which also reflects upon these machinations, explores in a nuanced way the 
sense of devastation that afflicts black people upon discovering the long-term 
consequences of European colonialism on black women and their nuclear families. 
Throughout this article, emphasis is placed on showing that, as seen through the ideas 
of the 'return' and of 'fantasy', the concept of ritual is fragile and paradoxical. This is 
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because the selected novels intimate that ritual is destined to be retold in the terms that 
present blackness as a quintessential nervous condition. Bibliogr., sum. [Journal 
abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1034946 (Restricted access) 

Southern Africa 
ASR Forum on women and gender in Africa: part 1 / Kathleen Sheldon and Judith Van 
Allen, guest eds . - In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 03, p. 93-170 
Abstract: The co-editors of this ASR Forum highlight some of the new research on 
African women. The articles in this issue, as well as a second set forthcoming in the next 
issue in April 2016, demonstrate new insights on the subjects of marriage and sexuality, 
ideas about motherhood, advances in women's rights, and theoretical complexities of 
southern African feminism. Part 1 of the forum, in this issue, focuses on southern Africa, 
with an introduction and three articles. Contributions: Introduction: forty years of African 
women's studies (Kathleen Sheldon and Judith Van Allen); What are women's rights 
good for? Contesting and negotiating gender cultures in southern Africa (Judith Van 
Allen); Virginity testing, history, and the nostalgia for custom in contemporary South 
Africa (Elizabeth Thornberry); Female sexuality as capacity and power? 
Reconceptualizing sexualities in Africa (Signe Arnfred). Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in 
English and French. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.82 (Restricted access) 

Subsaharan Africa 
A theory of war economies : formation, maintenance and dismantling / Sybert 
Liebenberg, Richard Haines, and Geoff Harris. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 
24, no. 3, p. 307-323 : graf 
Abstract: This article presents a proposed theory of how war economies in Subsaharan 
Africa are formed and maintained, as well as an integrated policy framework to guide the 
dismantling of war economies emanating from the proposed theory. Additionally, six 
potential areas for future research pertaining to the dismantling of war economies are 
also presented. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1075412 (Restricted access) 
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Sudan 
From combat to non-combat action : private military and security companies and 
humanitarian assistance operations in Darfur, Sudan / Chris M. A. Kwaja. - In: African 
Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 2, p. 153-161 
Abstract: This paper examines the rationale and centrality of private military and security 
companies (PMSCs) in humanitarian assistance operations in Sudan, asking why 
PMSCs are involved in humanitarian assistance operations in Sudan and what the 
principles underlying their activities are. To answer this question, the paper draws 
attention to the link between humanitarian crises and PMSC interventions. Where there 
is no meaningful alternative intervention, undergirded by humanitarian concerns that are 
also profit driven, PMSCs come in to provide the needed services. The protracted and 
complicated internal armed conflicts in Sudan, which have lasted for over two decades, 
have produced as many as 4,8 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) - the single 
largest number in the world. The kind of humanitarian assistance operations provided by 
PMSCs in Sudan have become critical to the provision of much-needed services which 
were inadequately provided by governmental authorities at both unilateral and 
multilateral levels. This paper argues that the humanitarian crises in Sudan created a 
regime that permits humanitarian assistance operations by both state and non-state 
actors. Notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1020953 (Restricted access) 

Sudan 
UNAMID : an African solution to a complex case of geopolitical dynamics / Barend 
Prinsloo and Dewald van Niekerk. - In: African Security Review: (2015), vol. 24, no. 3, p. 
237-247 : tab 
Abstract: This article examines the geopolitical dynamics associated with the African 
Union (AU) and United Nations hybrid operation in Darfur (UNAMID) from the start of the 
Darfur conflict in 2003 until the time when UNAMID became fully operational in 2011. It 
provides an overview of the complex forces and geopolitical dynamics that affected the 
deployment of UNAMID and shaped its unique hybrid character. It mainly highlights 
those primary geopolitical factors that hindered the full deployment of UNAMID. It is 
concluded that this period was a showcase for the newly established AU and its support 
for its member states, as well as a new approach for the international community to 
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maintain international peace and security in alliance with regional organisations. Notes, 
ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2015.1064822 (Restricted access) 

Tanzania 
ASR Focus on volunteer labor in East Africa / Hannah Brown and Ruth J. Prince, guest 
eds. -  In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 2, p. 29-133 
Abstract: Across the globe, voluntary labor is a prominent mode of engagement within 
development, humanitarian, and philanthropic activities, political activism, social justice 
movements, and religious organizations, and it is increasingly being used in welfare and 
health care provision. Volunteerism, defined as the free giving of an individual's labor, 
time, and energy to a larger cause, collective goal, or public good, carries assumptions 
about altruism, freedom, and a "politics of virtue", underscoring the political and social 
significance of volunteering. It has been tied to political and social projects, and 
promoted by state and non-state institutions for various ends. The power of volunteerism 
is particularly apparent in East Africa, the subject of this ASR Focus, where volunteering 
has a long and rich history and voluntary labor has been reinterpreted through various 
citizenship and political projects since the colonial period. Articles included in this ASR 
Focus: Introduction: volunteer labor - pasts and futures of work, development, and 
citizenship in East Africa (Hannah Brown and Ruth J. Prince); Voluntarism, virtuous 
citizenship, and nation-building in late colonial and early postcolonial Tanzania (Emma 
Hunter); At the service of community development: the professionalization of volunteer 
work in Kenya and Tanzania (Hannah Brown and Maia Green); Seeking incorporation? 
Voluntary labor and the ambiguities of work, identity, and social value in contemporary 
Kenya (Ruth J. Prince); Obscuring and revealing: Muslim engagement with volunteering 
and the aid sector in Tanzania (Felicitas Becker). Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in English 
and French. [ASC Leiden abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.36 (Restricted access) 

Togo 
Has mercantilism reduced urban poverty in SSA? : Perception of boom, bust, and the 
China-Africa trade in Lomé and Bamako / Michal Lyons and Alison Brown. - In: World 
Development: (2010), vol. 38, no. 5, p. 771-782 : fig., graf., tab 
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Abstract: This paper addresses the immediate impacts of the China-Africa trade on 
Africa's informal traders and its longer term impact on urban poverty, based on a 
comparison of the major cities of two West African countries, Togo and Mali, and 
drawing on semi-structured interviews with traders and on schedule-based interviews 
with key informants in government, business and the informal trade sector. The findings 
are that the increase in imports from China initially broadened access to trading for the 
poor, creating short-term improvements in livelihoods, but competition is driving down 
profit margins, and restricting the trade to a survival mechanism for many today. Thus it 
has provided limited long-term potential as an economic platform for national 
development and poverty reduction. The findings are discussed in terms of structuration 
theory and in terms of alternative conceptualizations of informal trade in Africa. Bibliogr., 
sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2009.11.009 (Restricted access) 

West Africa 
Postcolonial borderland legacies of Anglo-French partition in West Africa / William F.S. 
Miles. - In: African Studies Review: (2015), vol. 58, no. 3, p. 191-213 : krt 
Abstract: More than five decades after independence, Africa still struggles with the 
legacies of colonial partition. On the territorial frontiers between the postcolonial 
inheritors of the two major colonial powers, Great Britain and France, the continuing 
impact of European colonialism remains most acute. On the one hand, the splitting of 
erstwhile homogeneous ethnic groups into British and French camps gave rise to new 
national identities; on the other hand, it circumvented any possibility of sovereignty via 
ethnic solidarity. To date, however, there has been no comprehensive assessment of the 
ethnic groups that were divided between English- and French-speaking states in West 
Africa, let alone the African continent writ large. This article joins postcolonial 
ethnography to the emerging field of comparative borderland studies. It argues that, 
although norms of state-based identity have been internalized in the 
Anglophone-Francophone borderlands, indigenous bases of association and behavior 
continue to define life along the West African frontier in ways that undermine state 
sovereignty. Although social scientists tend to focus on national- and sub-national-level 
analyses, and increasingly on the effects of globalization on institutional change, study of 
the African borderlands highlights the continuing importance of colonial legacies and 
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grassroots-derived research. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. in English and French. [Journal 
abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/asr.2015.71 (Restricted access) 

West Africa 
Sources orales et recherches historiques dans quelques institutions et pays d'Afrique de 
l'Ouest / Théodore Nicoué Gayibor & Moustapha Gomgnimbou - Cotonou : Les Editions 
du Flamboyant, 2013. 
Abstract: Volume 2 des actes du colloque organisé à Agbodrafo (Togo) du 24 au 26 mai 
2011 sur le thème 'Sources orales et histoire africaine. Bilan et perspectives'. 
Contributions: 1. Le Centre d'Études Linguistiques et Historiques par Tradition Orale 
(CELHTO) de Niamey, un moyen de promotion des sources orales africaines (Benjamin 
Gnaléga); 2. Oral traditions from Senegal and Guinea-Conakry (Victoria Bomba 
Coifman); 3. Note sur le Centre de collecte et de conservation des Archives Orales de la 
Gambie (Gérard Chouin); 4. Sources orales et recherche historique au Centre National 
de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique (CNRST) de Ouagadougou : bilan et 
perspectives (Moustapha Gomgnimbou); 5. Aperçu sur l'état des connaissances 
historiques sur le Wubr-tênga et le Namend-tênga à travers les sources orales (Vincent 
Sedogo); 6. Problématique de la sauvegarde des archives sonores et audiovisuelles de 
l'Institut National des Sciences des Sociétés (INSS) de Ouagadougou (Oger Kabore); 7. 
Traditions orales et histoire en Côte d'Ivoire : point des recherches et analyse 
historiographique (Kwame Aka); 8. Collecte des sources orales et enseignement de 
l'histoire. Les leçons de l'expérience ivoirienne de 1961 à 2000 : le cas du Bas-Bendama 
(Sekou Bamba); 9. Bilan des recherches historiques en sources orales au Togo 
(CERTO); 10. Programme de recherche : sources orales et traces matérielles et 
immatérielles des cultures africaines (collecte, conservation, publication et diffusion). 
[Résumé ASC Leiden] 

West Africa 
Africa, the Arabian Gulf and Asia : changing dynamics in contemporary West Africa's 
political economy / Emmanuel Akyeampong. - In: Journal of African Development: 
(2011), vol. 13, no. 1, p. 85-115 : graf., tab 
Abstract: The last two to three decades have witnessed significant transformation in 



26 

 

West Africa's relations to the Arabian Gulf and Asia. While ties to countries such as 
Saudi Arabia are historic, economic liberalization since the 1980s has introduced new 
trading partners and some unexpected developments. The outcome of these recent 
developments can be startling: so in Ghana, for example, India and China have 
overtaken the United Kingdom, the former colonial power, in investments and the 
number of operating companies. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) ranks third in the 
cumulative value of foreign direct investments in Ghana since 1994. This paper is an 
historian's attempt to provide context, some perspective and to probe the implications of 
these emerging patterns for the political economy of West Africa. It uses Ghana under 
the Kufuor regime (2000-2008) as a case study of how one West African government 
engaged the new economic opportunities and the growing importance of Arab and Asian 
trading partners and investors in the climate of South-South cooperation. Bibliogr., 
notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://www.jadafea.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/JAD_vol13_ ch5complete.pdf 

Zimbabwe 
Doris Lessing's versions of Zimbabwe from 'The golden notebook' to 'Alfred and Emily' / 
Anthony Chennells . - In: English Academy Review: (2015), vol. 32, no. 2, p. 53-69 
Abstract: Throughout her long career, Doris Lessing frequently wrote about Rhodesia or 
Zimbabwe, often giving the country fictional names, including Anna Wulf's Central Africa 
in 'The golden notebook'. Anna dismisses her account of the country as falsified by 
nostalgia, but her 'Black notebook' contains energetic debates about what the country 
would be like if blacks emerged victorious from an anti-colonial war. 'African laughter', 
her account of her visits to Zimbabwe in the 1980s and early 1990s, allows Lessing to 
consider how accurately these debates anticipated what the country became. Her 
narrative moves through delight at the new nation to disillusionment with the 
opportunities that are being wasted. Disillusionment is also the dominant mood of 'The 
sweetest dream', a novel partly set in the newly independent Zimlia, and Zimbabwe is 
explicitly discussed in an influential article called 'The tragedy of Zimbabwe'. In the 
1990s Lessing wrote the two volumes of her autobiography, 'Under my skin' and 
'Walking in the shade'; several episodes of the Rhodesian section of the first of these are 
re-worked in sketches in her final book, 'Alfred and Emily', part novella and part memoir 
of a Rhodesia that her parents experienced as an extension of the trauma of the First 
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World War. In each of these different types of narrative Lessing assumes a different 
subjective point of view, and there is no single objective account of the country. Her 
narrative choices require that Lessing's versions of Zimbabwe are nearly always 
provisional. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2015.1086158 (Restricted access) 


