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PUBLICATIONS 

In progress: 

Special issue (co-editing and co-authoring) of the International Journal of Child, Youth and Family 
Studies: research findings and methodological insights from the Adolescents’ Perceptions of 
Healthy Relationships project  

Articles on findings from the Menstrual Journeys: Navigating MHM Challenges through 
Intergenerational Narratives in Uganda (SET-SRHR project) 

In press: 

“Why The Hague Convention is not Enough: addressing enabling environments for criminality in 
intercountry adoption” in Hans Nelen and Dina Siegel (eds), Organized Crime in the 21st 
Century: Motivations, Opportunities, and Constraints (Springer 2023). 

“Child Trafficking to Charitable Children’s Institutions: Challenges and opportunities to combat 
the problem in Kenya” with M. Oliel and M. Konange, in Haart Kenya and Leeds Beckett 
University (eds), 10 years of Countering Trafficking in Persons Act in Kenya (2010-2020): 
achievements, challenges and opportunities. 

“Overcoming the Adult Gaze in Participatory Research with Young People” in B. Percy-Smith, P. 
Thomas, C. O’Kane and A. Twum-Danso Imoh (eds), A New Handbook of Children and Young 
People’s Participation: Conversations for Transformational Change (Routledge, 2022).  

“Children and Development” in The Companion to Development Studies, 4th edition, V. Desai, E. 
Dauncey, and A. Pinkerton, eds. London: Routledge. 

Books: 

2019 Disadvantaged Childhoods and Humanitarian Intervention: Processes of Affective 
Commodification and Objectification Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan (ed., with A. 
Sinervo) 

2017 Crying for Our Elders: African Orphanhood in the Age of HIV and AIDS Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press 

2007 Pillars of the Nation: Child Citizens and Ugandan National Development Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press 

https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/C/bo25338625.html
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/P/bo5417886.html
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Articles (refereed): 

2022 “Eyes on the Prize: Toward a Reimagining of the Role of Awards in African Studies” (with K. 
Phillips), African Studies Review, 1-22. 

“Discordant Expectations of Global Intimacy: Desire and inequality in commercial surrogacy”, 
Sociological Research Online, 27(1): 43-59. 

2021 “Closing New Loopholes: Protecting Children in Uganda’s International Adoption Practices”, 
Childhood 28(4): 555-569.   

2020 “Looking Back to Move Forward: Bridging Anthropology and Childhood Studies”, NEOS 12(1): 8-
9. 

2018 “Baby Markets and Global Inequalities: Conundrums of Commodification, Care, and Social 
Reproduction in International Commercial Surrogacy”, Development and Change, 49(4): 1127-
39. 

2017 “Regulating Commercial Global Surrogacy: The Best Interests of the Child” (with K.S. Rotabi, S. 
Mapp, R. Fong and R. McRoy), Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, 2(3): 64-73. 

“Introduction: Toward social justice for children and youth in East Africa” (with A. Okwany), 
Childhood in Africa, 4(1): 4-10. 

“Embedding social justice in Ugandan adoption and legal guardianship cases” (with S. Namubiru 
Mukasa), Childhood in Africa, 4(1): 23-33. 

“Feeling ‘Blue’: the problem with porn and sex education in eastern Africa” (with A. Kamusiime 
and A. Mekonnen Yimer), IDS Bulletin, 48(1): 81-97. 

2016 “Preventing exploitation, promoting equity: Findings from the International Forum on 
Intercountry Adoption and Global Surrogacy”, Adoption & Fostering, 40(1): 6-19. 

“Blood binds: Confronting the moral and political economies of orphanhood and adoption in 
Uganda”, Childhood, 23(2): 192–206. 

2015 “Invisible Children Fades Away: What it means for the future of youth activism”, Anthropology 
Today, 31(5): 8-11. 

“Children and young people in times of conflict and change: Child rights in the Middle East and 
North Africa” (with H. Raouf and D. Watson), Global Studies of Childhood, 5(2): 115-21. 

“A facade of democracy: Negotiating the rights of orphans in Jordan” (with H. Farahat), Global 
Studies of Childhood, 5(2): 146-57. 

2014 “Suffering, Silence, and Status: the importance and challenges of qualitative research on AIDS 
orphanhood”, AIDS Care, 27(1): 38-40. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/african-studies-review/article/eyes-on-the-prize-toward-a-reimagining-of-the-role-of-awards-in-african-studies/C0DD20E4449C91C0E81F27D2C57E15CD
https://doi.org/10.1177/1360780420984169
https://doi.org/10.1177/09075682211027226
http://acyig.americananthro.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/NEOS-Volume-12-Issue-1-2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12421
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12421
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41134-017-0034-3
https://www.ohio.edu/sites/default/files/sites/cis/Childhoold-in-Africa-V4-I1-2017-Spring.pdf
https://www.ohio.edu/sites/default/files/sites/cis/Childhoold-in-Africa-V4-I1-2017-Spring.pdf
https://doi.org/10.19088/1968-2017.107
https://doi.org/10.1177/0308575915626377
https://doi.org/10.1177/0308575915626377
https://doi.org/10.1177/0308575915626377
https://doi.org/10.1177/0907568215602319
https://doi.org/10.1177/0907568215602319
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8322.12198
https://doi.org/10.1177/2043610615586106
https://doi.org/10.1177/2043610615586106
https://doi.org/10.1177/2043610615586101
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540121.2014.963010
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540121.2014.963010
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“Giving Children a ‘Better Life’? Reconsidering social reproduction and humanitarianism in 
intercountry adoption”, European Journal of Development Research, 26(2): 247–263. 

Reports: 

Executive summary of the International Forum on Intercountry Adoption and Global Surrogacy. 
2014. ISS Working Paper Series/General Series (Vol. 596, pp. 40). International Institute of Social 
Studies of Erasmus University (ISS). 

Book Sections: 

2020 “Children and International Development” In D. Cook (ed) The SAGE Encyclopedia of Children 
and Childhood Studies, 365-69. London: Sage. 

“Global Politics of Orphanhood” In D. Cook (ed) The SAGE Encyclopedia of Children and 
Childhood Studies, 863-66. London: Sage. 

“Ethnographic research with young people on AIDS orphans’ survival strategies in Uganda” 
In P. Alderson and V. Morrow (eds), The Ethics of Research with Children and Young People: A 
Practical Handbook (2nd edition), 68-69. London: Sage. 

2019 “NGO Economies of Affect: Humanitarianism and Childhood in Contemporary and Historical 
Perspective" (with A. Sinervo) In K. Cheney and A. Sinervo (eds), Disadvantaged Childhoods and 
Humanitarian Intervention: Processes of Affective Commodification and Objectification, 1-36. 
Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan. 

“The Orphan Industrial Complex: the charitable commodification of children and its 
consequences for child protection” (with S. Ucembe) In K. Cheney and A. Sinervo (eds), 
Disadvantaged Childhoods and Humanitarian Intervention: Processes of Affective 
Commodification and Objectification, 37-62. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan. 

“Anthropology and the Politics of Childhood in Africa” In R. Grinker, S. Lubkemann, C. Steiner 
and E. Gonçalves (eds) Companion to the Anthropology of Africa, 307-322. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-
Blackwell. 

“Children and Young People in Africa” In H. Montgomery (ed), Oxford Bibliographies in 
Childhood Studies. New York: Oxford University Press. 

2018 “Decolonizing Childhood Studies: Overcoming Patriarchy and Prejudice in Child-related 
Research and Practice” In S. Spyrou, D. Cook and R. Rosen (eds) Re-imagining Childhood 
Studies, 91-104. London: Bloomsbury Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/ejdr.2013.64
https://doi.org/10.1057/ejdr.2013.64
https://repub.eur.nl/pub/77408
http://sk.sagepub.com/reference/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/i4856.xml
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/book245903
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/book245903
http://sk.sagepub.com/Reference/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/i9314.xml
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/book245903
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-children-and-childhood-studies/book245903
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446268377
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446268377
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446268377
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446268377
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01623-4_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01623-4_1
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01623-4_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01623-4_2
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783030016227
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119251521.ch14
https://www.wiley.com/en-au/A+Companion+to+the+Anthropology+of+Africa-p-9781119251484
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/abstract/document/obo-9780199791231/obo-9780199791231-0036.xml?rskey=9JtGOR&result=3&q=Children+and+Young+People+in+Africa#firstMatch
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/page/childhood-studies
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/page/childhood-studies
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350019256.ch-006
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350019256.ch-006
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/reimagining-childhood-studies-9781350019225/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/reimagining-childhood-studies-9781350019225/
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“The Making of 'Orphans': How the 'Orphan Rescue' Movement is Transforming Family and 
Jeopardizing Child Wellbeing in Uganda” In M.R.T. de Guzman, J. Brown, and C.P. Edwards (eds) 
Parenting From Afar and the Reconfiguration of Family Across Distance, 133-149. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

“International Commercial Surrogacy: Beyond Feminist Conundrums and the Child as Product” 
In R. Rosen and K. Twamley (eds), Feminism and the Politics of Childhood: Friends or Foes?, 
139-154. London: UCL Press. 

2017 “Addicted to Orphans: How the Global Orphan Industrial Complex Jeopardizes Local Child 
Protection Systems” (with K.S. Rotabi) In: T. Skelton, C. Harker, and K. Hörschelmann (eds), 
Conflict, Violence and Peace. Geographies of Children and Young People, vol 11, 89-107. 
Singapore: Springer Singapore. 

2016 “Blood Always Finds a Way Home: AIDS Orphanhood and the Transformation of Kinship, 
Fosterage, and Children’s Circulation Strategies in Uganda” In C. Hunner-Kreisel & S. Bohne 
(eds), Childhood, Youth and Migration: Connecting Global and Local Perspectives, 245-259. 
Cham: Springer. 

Articles (invited submissions): 

11 Nov 2021 “Eyes on the Prize: Awards, Decolonization, and the ASA Graduate Student Paper Prize”, 
with Kristin D. Phillips, African Studies Review: 20 Years of the ASA Graduate Student 
Paper Prize: Celebrations and Reflections virtual special issue (2021). 

5 June 2021 “Beware of calls to ‘rescue’ India’s ‘Covid orphans’”, blISS: The ISS Blog on Global 
Development and Social Justice 

12 Apr 2021 “What Biden’s Presidency Could Mean for Children”, blISS: The ISS Blog on Global 
Development and Social Justice 

3 Feb 2020 “Using youth-led peer research to break the silence on adolescent sexuality in Bulgaria” 
(with R. van Oudenhoven & K. Nenova), blISS: The ISS Blog on Global Development and 
Social Justice 

12 Mar 2019 “Who are the ‘Experts’? Coproducing Knowledge with Adolescents in Bulgaria and 
Tanzania”, AAA Anthropology of Children & Youth Interest Group blog 

26 Sept 2018 “Children as experts: rethinking how we produce knowledge”, blISS: The ISS Blog on 
Global Development and Social Justice 

12 July 2018 “The Orphan Industrial Complex comes home to roost in America” (with K.S. Rotabi), 
blISS: The ISS Blog on Global Development and Social Justice  

10 Nov 2016 “The Netherlands’ proposed ban on foreign adoption and the (ab)uses of ‘scientific 
expertise’”, OpenDemocracy: Beyond Trafficking and Slavery 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190265076.001.0001
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt21c4t9k.17
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/88295
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-038-4_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-038-4_3
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789812870377
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31111-1_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31111-1_15
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319311098
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/african-studies-review/20-years-of-the-asa-graduate-student-paper-prize-celebrations-and-reflections?&aggs%5BproductTypes%5D%5Bfilters%5D=JOURNAL_ARTICLE
https://issblog.nl/2021/06/15/beware-of-calls-to-rescue-indias-covid-orphans/
https://issblog.nl/2021/06/15/beware-of-calls-to-rescue-indias-covid-orphans/
https://issblog.nl/2021/04/12/what-bidens-presidency-could-mean-for-children/
https://issblog.nl/2020/02/03/using-youth-led-peer-research-to-break-the-silence-on-adolescent-sexuality-in-bulgaria-by-rutger-van-oudenhoven-kristen-cheney-and-kristina-nenova/
http://acyig.americananthro.org/2019/03/12/who-are-the-experts-coproducing-knowledge-with-adolescents-in-bulgaria-and-tanzania/
http://acyig.americananthro.org/2019/03/12/who-are-the-experts-coproducing-knowledge-with-adolescents-in-bulgaria-and-tanzania/
https://issblog.nl/2018/09/26/children-as-experts-rethinking-how-we-produce-knowledge-by-kristen-cheney/
https://issblog.nl/2018/07/12/the-orphan-industrial-complex-comes-home-to-roost-in-america-by-kristen-cheney-and-karen-smith-rotabi/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/netherlands-proposed-ban-on-foreign-adoption-and-abuses-of-scientific/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/netherlands-proposed-ban-on-foreign-adoption-and-abuses-of-scientific/
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11 May 2016 “The Importance of ‘Blood,’ Identity, and Intergenerational Relationships over the Life 
Course of Ugandan Children Orphaned by HIV/AIDS”, AAGE/ACYIG Life Course 
Collaborative Research Network blog 

21 July 2015 “The Cognitive Dissonance between Child Rescue and Child Protection”, 
OpenDemocracy: Beyond Trafficking and Slavery 

http://acyig.americananthro.org/2016/05/17/the-importance-of-blood-identity-and-intergenerational-relationships-over-the-lifecourse-of-ugandan-children-orphaned-by-aids/
http://acyig.americananthro.org/2016/05/17/the-importance-of-blood-identity-and-intergenerational-relationships-over-the-lifecourse-of-ugandan-children-orphaned-by-aids/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/cognitive-dissonance-between-child-rescue-and-child-protection/

