Reflections by Mandipa Ndlovu on the Stephen Ellis Lecture by Koert Lindijer
My interventions centre on five points:

e History, Pluralism, and Democracy
“The arrogance of [neocolonial] power” has its roots in colonial legacies. As governance
indicators such as the Ibrahim Index of African Governance show stagnation, there is an
urgent need to strengthen democratic institutions and double down on security sector
reforms that uphold the rule of law.

o The Demographic Puzzle
Africa’s youth present enormous potential, but closing the gap between this demographic
dividend and skills to meet market needs remains a key challenge.

e Economic Growth vs. Equality
Development must address not just the equality of process, but also the equality of
outcomes, to ensure shared prosperity across the continent.

e African Agency in Global Relations
As Africa redefines its role on the global stage, bold leadership is critical to overcoming both
Western and Eastern dependencies. It’s time for Africans and Africanists to champion the
continent’s advancement through strategic advocacy.

e Emerging Opportunities and Hope
Supporting digital innovation, developing infrastructure through the lenses of the equality of
outcomes, and fostering a political culture that values every African life as grievable will be
instrumental in shaping Africa’s future.

All these discussions are rooted in the understanding that Africa holds a vital position in an
increasingly multipolar world, navigating the complexities of a persistent ‘polycrisis’.



