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 Journal articles with abstract – week 12 2014 
 

Dederen, J.M. 2011. 'A dog with a collar...': field notes on an 'indigenous wedding gown'. 
Anthropology Southern Africa: (2011), vol.34, no.3/4, p.89-95 : ill., vol. 34, no. 3/4, p. 89-95. 
Abstract: This ethnographic narrative details the social and symbolic nature of the 'tshirivha' 
leather skirt, a garment which was once used by Venda-speaking women in Limpopo Province, 
South Africa, to articulate their marital status. Contemporary Venda women refer to it as 'our 
traditional wedding gown'. At present it is rarely seen outside the context of girls' initiation rites, 
where it functions as a didactic tool and features as a centrepiece of the graduation outfit. The 
author first discusses two ethnographic texts, produced in the 1930s and 1960s, which shaped 
much of his initial (mis)understanding of the 'tshirivha'. He then outlines his own fieldwork in the 
mid-1990s and the amended views on the 'tshirivha' which resulted from it. From the opinions and 
views of female elders who had partcipated as novices in puberty rites during the 1940s, 1950s 
and 1960s, the 'tshirivha' emerges as both a symbolic tool for the expression of female identity, 
as a marker of a separate, semi-autonomous world, and as a subtle means for the promotion of 
women's interests and concerns. Bibliogr., sum. [Journal abstract, edited] 

Marshak, N. 2011. 'She's just like my mother': measuring motherhood in the context of the HIV 
epidemic in South Africa. Anthropology Southern Africa: (2011), vol.34, no.3/4, p.122-128., vol. 
34, no. 3/4, p. 122-128. 
Abstract: This paper emerges from an ethnographic study conducted in KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa, in 2010 that explored the practices of a humanitarian intervention providing psychosocial 
support for and strengthening the bonds between orphans and children made vulnerable by HIV 
and their non-biological guardians. Examining the interface between the programme and its 
participants, the paper focuses on the social politics that emerged out of the organization's bond 
strengthening vision. It demonstrates the complex ways in which interventionist intention is 
reworked at ground level and how an essentially humanitarian goal was 'twisted' into a tool with 
which to 'measure' motherhood. Although these interventions can be supportive and appreciated 
by the individuals involved, the complex moralistic ground level reworking of organizational 
intentions points to the need for organizations to be acutely aware of the malleability of the 
discourses they employ. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Vongsathorn, K. 2012. "First and foremost the evangelist"? : mission and government priorities 
for the treatment of leprosy in Uganda, 1927-48. Journal of Eastern African Studies: (2012), vol.6, 
no.3, p.544-560., vol. 6, no. 3, p. 544-560. 
Abstract: Early historiography on medicine in British colonial Africa suggests that colonial 
government and missionary medicine occupied two relatively distinct spheres, and that 
government officials viewed medical missionaries with suspicion and distrust. Contrary to this 
paradigm, this article suggests that missionaries and colonial government officials collaborated 
extensively and amicably in the treatment of leprosy in Uganda. Mission, medical, and 
government correspondence and reports are drawn upon in order to demonstrate that the 
suspicion and tension that characterized so many other interactions between British colonial 
government officials and missionaries was largely absent in the treatment of leprosy in Uganda. 
The mutual social and cultural priorities of missionaries and government administrators led to a 
system of isolated, in-patient leprosy care that was limited in scope and reflective not of a goal for 
the public health of Uganda, but rather a vision for the future of Uganda as a "civilised" and 
Christian country. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Boonzaier, E. 2011. An 'historic victory' for the Basarwa in Botswana? : reading the evidence. 
Anthropology Southern Africa: (2011), vol.34, no.3/4, p.96-103., vol. 34, no. 3/4, p. 96-103. 
Abstract: In late 2006 the Basarwa (or San) won a landmark case against the Botswana 
government, which returned their rights to continue living in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve, 
from which they had been 'forcibly' removed earlier. The case attracted massive media attention, 
both in southern Africa and abroad. Although this media coverage overwhelmingly heralded the 
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High Court judgment as a victory, some reports suggested otherwise. Anthropological accounts 
have been similarly divided. Such different interpretations seem to indicate that there are still 
numerous unresolved issues regarding the role of activist anthropologists in similar minority rights 
cases. It is highly unlikely that any of the anthropologists involved in the Basarwa case buy into 
the notions of a pristine San culture and primordial San identity. However, the outcome of the 
case suggests that they might as well have. The evidence thus far leads the author to conclude 
that the efforts of the plaintiffs have backfired. The government is now using the notion of the 
pristine 'Bushman' to circumvent the spirit of the court ruling. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal 
abstract, edited] 

Foltz, J.D. & Gajigo, O. 2012. Assessing the returns to education in The Gambia. Journal of 
African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, p.580-608 : graf., tab., vol. 21, no. 4, p. 580-608. 
Abstract: Using three nationally representative surveys from The Gambia from 1992, 1998 and 
2003, the authors estimate the private rates of returns to education in the country. To obtain 
consistent estimates, they exploit exogenous variation in school availability at the district level at 
the time current wage earners were born. The results show that the private rates of returns to 
education for individuals in the wage sector are quite high, although heterogeneous across 
regions of the country. The high rates of returns are robust to alternate formulations. App., 
bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

White, H. 2011. Beastly whiteness: animal kinds and the social imagination in South Africa. 
Anthropology Southern Africa: (2011), vol.34, no.3/4, p.104-113., vol. 34, no. 3/4, p. 104-113. 
Abstract: This article examines how in Zulu households in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, animals 
are marked as beings with ethnic properties, such as 'Zulu' or 'White' chickens. The author 
argues that if animals can be understood as being ethnically distinguishable, this means that the 
implicit imagination of difference that is at stake should be reconsidered. Ethnic categories do not 
appear to point at differences between separate human kinds. Instead, they nominate differences 
between co-existing kinds of social ties. In this case, 'Zuluness' and 'Whiteness' name two 
different ways of metabolizing money into forms of kinship. The marking of animal life as either 
Zulu or White is a gesture based on a complex series of underlying domestic operations whereby 
animals animate variations on models or patterns of social ife in households. Bibliogr., sum. 
[Journal abstract, edited] 

Barratt, C., Mbonye, M., & Seeley, J. 2012. Between town and country : shifting identity and 
migrant youth in Uganda. The Journal of Modern African Studies: (2012), vol.50, no.2, 
p.201-223., vol. 50, no. 2, p. 201-223. 
Abstract: In Uganda, as in many other African countries, increasing numbers of 15-24 year olds 
are migrating to urban areas to look for work and educational opportunities. The authors explore 
the shifting sense of identity amongst youth migrants in Uganda as they struggle to reconcile the 
differences in social norms between the rural settings in which they are brought up and the urban 
environment in which they now live. The experience of migration significantly impacts on the 
transition from youths to adults by influencing their perception of their own identity as well as the 
expectations of society. Young people often hold conflicting views of their rural and urban 
experiences, suggesting that understanding rural and urban realities as distinct entities does not 
reflect the complex relationship, and possible confusion, of the migrant experience. In contrast to 
existing literature on migrant identities, which has tended to focus on the identity shift 
experienced by adult transnational migrants, this reveals the particular challenges faced by youth 
migrants whose adult self is not yet formed. Bibliogr., note, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Embaló, B. 2012. Civil-military relations and political order in Guinea-Bissau. The Journal of 
Modern African Studies: (2012), vol.50, no.2, p.253-281., vol. 50, no. 2, p. 253-281. 
Abstract: Since independence in 1974 the military of Guinea-Bissau have succeeded in 
controlling the political system, even attempting to impose their rule directly in the aftermath of the 
1998-1999 war. What makes the analysis of civil-military relations and political order in 
contemporary Guinea-Bissau particularly challenging is the overlapping of political, ethnic and 
personal considerations of the politico-military elite and their fluctuating and ambiguous 
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short-term alliances. Guinea-Bissau's armed forces include an amalgam of veterans, claiming 
historical legitimacy from the liberation war, and officers who use their positions for personal gain 
rather than furthering democracy and national interests. This article examines the logic of 
civil-military relations against the heterarchical political figuration and the specific character of the 
politico-military elite of Guinea-Bissau. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Alam, U. 2012. Cooperating internationally over water : explaining l'espace OMVS. The Journal of 
Modern African Studies: (2012), vol.50, no.2, p.175-199 : fig., tab., vol. 50, no. 2, p. 175-199. 
Abstract: Since the early 1960s, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal have cooperated over the 
Senegal river. Contrary to the norms of managing international rivers, the riparians have 
subjugated their sovereignty and incurred national debt to jointly develop the benefits from their 
shared river, despite intra-basin tensions and conflict. The Senegal experience highlights an 
alternative path to tackling the consequences of climate change, poor water management and 
increasing demand. In seeking to explain the intensity of international cooperation displayed in 
the basin, this article examines the characteristics of international rivers and the Senegal basin's 
history, and concludes that Pan-Africanism, francophonie and the political leaders' attitudes to 
regional cooperation shaped "l'espace OMVS", Organisation pour la mise en valeur du fleuve 
Sénégal. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

De Brauw, A. & Mueller, V. 2012. Do limitations in land rights transferability influence mobility 
rates in Ethiopia? Journal of African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, p.548-579 : graf., tab., vol. 
21, no. 4, p. 548-579. 
Abstract: Migration is considered a pathway out of poverty for many rural households in 
developing countries. National policies can discourage households from exploiting external 
employment opportunities through the distortion of capital markets. In this paper, the authors 
study whether a specific distortion, restrictions on land transferability, affects migration in 
Ethiopia. They find that, when migration is broadly defined to include anyone who left the 
household between survey rounds (as opposed to those who left to find work), households with 
better land rights are slightly less likely to send out migrants. However, this finding does not hold 
when restricting the focus to employment migration. Although improved land transferability rights 
have a modest negative effect on migration, understanding the barriers to migration is of utmost 
importance given recent work that highlights the high earning potential in the non-agricultural 
sector in Ethiopia. App., bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Muriaas, R.L. & Wang, V. 2012. Executive dominance and the politics of quota representation in 
Uganda. The Journal of Modern African Studies: (2012), vol.50, no.2, p.309-338 : tab., vol. 50, 
no. 2, p. 309-338. 
Abstract: Quota policies securing the presence of marginalized groups in decisionmaking bodies 
have been adopted across sub-Saharan Africa. These policies are frequently understood through 
the lens of a pluralist perspective. This stance is not appropriate in African regimes characterized 
by executive dominance. Through a qualitative study of official documents, newspaper articles 
and interviews conducted during two field studies in Uganda in 2005 and 2010, this article shows 
how the understanding of quota policies in Africa may gain from the corporatist debate on interest 
representation. The analysis reveals that the incumbent National Resistance Movement has 
employed the reserved seat policy strategically to maintain its dominant position, and that 
strategies for using the quota system have evolved gradually over time in response to key 
political events, and the interests of group activists at the local and national levels with vested 
interests in its survival. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Oparinde, A. & Birol , E. 2012. Farm households' preferences for cash-based compensation 
versus livelihood-enhancing programmes : a choice experiment to inform avian flu (HPAI H5N1) 
compensation policy in Nigeria. Journal of African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, p.637-668 : 
fig., graf., tab., vol. 21, no. 4, p. 637-668. 
Abstract: In this paper, the authors attempt to bridge the resilience school of thought and 
incentive compatibility in livestock disease-control policies through a choice experiment study 
designed to estimate households' preferences for various compensation plan attributes. They 
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define compensation plan broadly to include not just the traditional attributes, such as the number 
of days it takes to receive the payment and the compensation rate, but also more diverse 
interventions, such as training in biosecurity measures and access to bank loans, which are 
expected to have longer-term livelihood impacts. The study was conducted in Nigeria, where 
avian flu is considered to be endemic and two different compensation plans have been in place 
since 2006. The results reveal that, overall, study households preferred compensation plans that 
made payment in fewer days, provided facilitated credit access and offered biosecurity training, 
though there was considerable heterogeneity across households. Although agricultural 
compensation schemes across developing countries have been monetary-based, these results 
are indicative of the potential acceptability of alternative non-monetary compensations in rural 
areas. Bibliogr., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Bidaurratzaga-Aurre, E. & Colom-Jaén, A. 2012. HIV/AIDS policies in Mozambique and the new 
aid architecture : successes, shortcomings and the way forward. The Journal of Modern African 
Studies: (2012), vol.50, no.2, p.225-252 : graf., tab., vol. 50, no. 2, p. 225-252. 
Abstract: HIV/AIDS policies have become a significant and controversial issue in Mozambique in 
recent years. The extent of the disease, along with a massive involvement of the donor 
community and a committed response by Mozambican authorities, are the main drivers of these 
policies. In the framework of the new aid architecture, donors are expected to encourage recipient 
country "ownership" of development policies through new aid instruments like budget support or 
sector-wide approaches. However, HIV/AIDS policies in Mozambique are highly influenced by 
donors, because an exceptionally high proportion of the financial resources and policy formation 
comes from them. In this article the authors assess the extent of HIV/AIDS and its effects in 
Mozambique, and analyse the successes and shortcomings of the policies to fight the disease, 
emphasizing the role of donors. They end by exploring possible ways to increase ownership and 
effectiveness. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Tafira, K. 2011. Is xenophobia racism? Anthropology Southern Africa: (2011), vol.34, no.3/4, 
p.114-121., vol. 34, no. 3/4, p. 114-121. 
Abstract: The outbreak of anti-immigrant violence in Alexandra, South Africa, in 2008 has 
prompted a number of theoretical questions. While the attacks have pervasively been presented 
as xenophobia, the present author argues that what is termed xenophobia is in fact racism, 
practised by people of the same (black) population group. The author carried out research in 
Alexandra in 2009, focusing on the construction of Otherness and the subsequent racialized 
identities and cultural racism. He describes the labels used in Alexandra for non-South African 
immigrants, all of which carry racial connotations. He argues that this kind of new racism is 
entrenched in cultural differences in nationality, ethnicity language, dress, customs, social origins, 
and speech patterns. The differences are deepened by social and economic inequalities. 
Frustrations among local people are expressed through economic grievances which, however, 
mask the preceding cultural contempt. Ironically, some current black on black practices are 
reminiscent of apartheid white anti-black racism. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [ASC Leiden abstract] 

Vorhölter, J. 2012. Negotiating social change : Ugandan discourses on Westernisation and 
neo-colonialism as forms of social critique. The Journal of Modern African Studies: (2012), vol.50, 
no.2, p.283-307., vol. 50, no. 2, p. 283-307. 
Abstract: A common claim, in public discourses and in postcolonial theory, is that colonialism, and 
more recently the aid industry and the media, have created global hegemonic norms, which have 
been enforced on non-Western societies. While this may be true in some respects, this article 
takes a different stance on the debate. It scrutinizes perceptions of Western-influenced social 
change in Uganda, and differentiates between discourses on Westernization and discourses on 
neocolonialism. Both are analysed as forms of social critique, one internally and the other 
externally oriented. The largely elitist discourse on neocolonialism is explicitly critical of the West 
and its interventions in Uganda. But it is not representative of the more ambiguous perceptions of 
Westernization among "ordinary" people, who use references to the West to comment on 
contemporary Ugandan society. The article is based on empirical research in Northern Uganda. It 
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focuses on discourses on gender, kinship and sexuality, and the recent debate on homosexuality. 
Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Rooks, G., Szirmai, A., & Sserwanga, A. 2012. Network structure and innovative performance of 
African entrepreneurs : the case of Uganda.  Journal of African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, 
p.609-636 : fig., graf.tab., vol. 21, no. 4, p. 609-636. 
Abstract: This study examines the impact of social capital on entrepreneurial innovativeness in an 
African context. Social capital refers to resources that are embedded in a durable network of 
relationships. The article focuses specifically on the structure of networks. There are two main 
views on the relation between network structure and entrepreneurial performance. One view 
argues that closed networks are beneficial for cooperation and resource sharing, which is needed 
to implement an innovation. The other view argues that closed networks constrain entrepreneurs, 
since it is open networks that provide entrepreneurs with fresh information and ideas. Based on 
these arguments, the authors hypothesize that the relationship between the degree of constraint 
of a network and innovative performance has an inverted U-shape. They also examine the 
hypothesis that overlap between personal and business networks will hamper innovative 
performance of entrepreneurs because information will be less diverse and heterogeneous, and 
because re-distributive kinship obligations may act as a drain on entrepreneurial resources. The 
hypotheses are tested using a recent survey of about 700 rural and urban entrepreneurs in 
Uganda. They are supported in the urban but not in the rural sample. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. 
[Journal abstract] 

Amikuzuno, J. & Cramon-Taubadel, S.v. 2012. Seasonal variation in price transmission between 
tomato markets in Ghana. Journal of African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, p.669-686 : graf., 
krt., tab., vol. 21. 
Abstract: It is reasonable to expect that price transmission for perishable products will display 
seasonal variation, especially in low-income country settings. To date, however, few studies have 
explicitly tested for seasonal variation in price transmission. The authors apply a vector error 
correction model with seasonally regime-dependent adjustment parameters to wholesale tomato 
prices in Ghana. The results reveal a number of plausible patterns in the seasonal interplay 
between the main producer and consumer markets for tomatoes in Ghana, and confirm that 
failure to account for seasonality leads to hybrid estimates of the parameters that depict price 
transmission behaviour, conflating and obscuring seasonal differences in the way prices and 
markets interact. Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Stonehouse, A. 2012. The Bakooki in Buganda: identity and assimilation on the peripheries of a 
Ugandan kingdom. Journal of Eastern African Studies: (2012), vol.6, no.3, p.527-543., vol. 6, no. 
3, p. 527-543. 
Abstract: The traditional conception of the Ugandan Kingdom of Buganda as a highly centralized 
entity has often masked the histories of peripheral communities within the polity. Moreover, where 
the politics, culture and identity of Buganda's peripheries has been considered, it has tended to 
be analysed through the sole example of the Kingdom of Bunyoro's 'Lost Counties'. This article 
seeks to redress this lacuna in Buganda historiography through a discussion of identity alteration 
in the southwestern Buganda county of Kooki. It argues that Kooki was politically and culturally 
distinct from Buganda before its incorporation within the kingdom in 1896 and, consequently, that 
the assimilation of an indigenous population into Ganda cultural norms within the colonial period 
represents ethnic change. Furthermore, it posits that the processes of identity alteration by which 
'Bakooki' became 'Baganda' differed from those which have been documented within the 'Lost 
Counties'. In the latter, forced ethnic assimilation was apparent through the suppression of Nyoro 
customs, names, and language. In Kooki, by contrast, the imposition of ethnic hegemony was 
undermined by a centre-periphery relationship in which the status and importance of the Kooki 
territory declined post-1900. This lack of a central Ganda concern for assimilation resulted in a 
momentum for identity change originating from within the peripheral community itself. The article 
further explores how these different historical processes of ethnic association may offer insights 
into the contrast between the vociferously Ganda populations of Kooki and the continued 
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irredentism of certain communities of the former 'Lost Counties' in the present day. Bibliogr., 
notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Johnson, D.H. 2012. The Heglig oil dispute between Sudan and South Sudan. Journal of Eastern 
African Studies: (2012), vol.6, no.3, p.561-569 : krt., vol. 6. 
Abstract: The armed forces of Sudan and newly independent South Sudan recently clashed over 
the border area called Heglig by Khartoum and Panthou by Juba, in a dispute involving security, 
ownership of land, and control of oil production. The clash triggered swift condemnation of South 
Sudan for occupying Sudanese national territory. However, such pronouncements risk 
pre-judging a dispute that has not yet been decisively resolved. This briefing provides historical 
background relevant to understanding the history of the dispute, and the efforts in the context of 
the 2004 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) to resolve it and other border disputes. A 
serious examination of both oral and documentary evidence will be required in order to make a 
ruling that complies with "African best practice". Bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 

Delavallade, C. 2012. What drives corruption? : evidence from North African firms. Journal of 
African Economies: (2012), vol.21, no.4, p.499-547 : graf., tab., vol. 21, no. 4, p. 499-547. 
Abstract: This paper empirically analyses the main microeconomic determinants of two forms of 
corruption supply, administrative corruption and State capture, by Maghrebi firms. The study is 
based on a new database of nearly 600 Algerian, Moroccan and Tunisian firms. The author 
shows that tax evasion is a major factor of the engagement of firms in administrative corruption. 
The latter increases with the share of sales hidden by the firm as long as it is below half of total 
sales, and slightly decreases thereafter. State capture is fostered by a failing enforcement of 
property and contract rights. Interestingly, less competitive firms appear to engage more in both 
forms of corruption than the most dynamic ones. After assessing the robustness of the empirical 
results, the author draws a comparison of the factors of corruption in North Africa, Uganda and 
transition countries. App., bibliogr., notes, ref., sum. [Journal abstract] 


